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those waggons he would have missed a far
more important prize.
During the i6th Cronje had plodded along
with Kitchener close on his tail; he intended to
cross to the south bank of the Modder, where
De Wet and some other commandos might be
expected to join him. It was a surprise to
find that British troops " who could not march "
were still maintaining touch, but a rear-guard
kept them from doing any serious harm. Early
on the i7th he halted on the north side of
Vendutie's Drift, where he intended to cross
the river later the same day. Suddenly from
the kopje two miles north some shells began
to drop among his waggons; the oxen, which
were grazing in the open, stampeded, and the
whole convoy was seized with panic. The
shells came from French's Horse Artillery.
In fact the little handful of British cavalry,
tired, hungry, and unsupported, was in a more
dangerous position than Cronje himself. For-
tunately the fog of war concealed the truth
from the enemy. Further north a commando
under Ferreira, about 2,000 strong, was groping
its way to join Cronje; but when Ferreira found
a force of unknown strength blocking his road,
he rather feebly gave up his intention and
sheered off. On the south at Vendutie's Drift
were 5,000 Boers, whose horses were still in
good condition. Between these two forces the
British cavalry had been spread out very thinly
along three miles of broken ground. The
official account says that French had 1,200
men when he left Kimberley that morning;
perhaps 800 of them had reached the spot when
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